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Gillian Gillies Interiors designed the 
multifunctional wall system, the room divider 
and the custom sofa, upholstered in Watkins 
Tweed (designersguild.com) and Hikaru 
(pierrefrey.com). Phase. 01 pendant light by 
Anony (eurolite.com). Bat lounge chair by 
Gubi (southhillhome.com). Willy side table 
by Leanne Ford (crateandbarrel.ca).
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A FAMILY  
AFFAIR

A Toronto-based couple entrusted GILLIAN GILLIES 
INTERIORS with the design of their dream home. 
The mission: to create the ideal place to live and play 
for both the parents and their three children.
By Aurélia Morvan — Adapted by Zarya Rubin —  
Photography by doublespace photography — Styling by Kaela Shaw
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1— Bat lounge chair by Gubi 
(southhillhome.com). Bespoke daybed, 
upholstered in Selsley Stripe fabric 
(lewisandwood.co.uk), ottoman, upholstered 
in Pistachio fabric by Canopus (sedallo.com), 
coffee tables and sofa designed by Gillian 
Gillies Interiors. 

2— Ceramic objects (vesselsandsticks.com).

1
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“The homeowners were looking for a well-placed urban lot that 
would get beautiful natural light and shade at just the right times,” says 
Gillian Gillies. Once they found the perfect site, the designer worked 
hand in hand with the construction firm Cliff & Evans and eco-conscious 
architecture studio Dewson Architects to replace the existing building 
with a passive house brimming with character. The project, which took 
nearly three years to complete, wrapped up in the summer of 2025.

“When we were brought on, the couple had three children under 
the age of 10,” Gillies adds. “They wanted a playful, colourful home 
that was both comfortable and easy to maintain.” On the main floor, 
the open-plan layout was carefully designed to accommodate every 
detail of family life. Furniture with rounded edges helps soften bumps 
when the kids are running around. The TV is hidden behind sliding 
panels, while the made-to-measure green sofa in the living room leaves 
plenty of space for play. The dining table features a Dekton top—an 
ultra-durable material made from glass, quartz and porcelain—that 
can handle family meals and withstand the messiest of craft projects 
without fear of damage.

Upstairs, the parents’ retreat allows the homeowners to unwind 
once the children are in bed for the night. They simply wanted “a lovely 
bedroom, a beautiful ensuite bathroom, good lighting and ample closet 
space,” says Gillies. To meet those needs, she opted for neutral tones 
and soft, refined materials—warm, cozy and calming—creating a peace-
ful haven. “As very busy, full-time working parents, the couple needed 
a restorative shower and a good night’s sleep, knowing their children 
are happy and sleeping soundly.” In contrast to the primary suite,   ↦

3— Bespoke bench, with backrest upholstered 
in Downtown fabric (fschumacher.eu), and 
dining table with a base (woodcraft.ca) 
and Dekton top (cosentino.com), designed 
by Gillian Gillies Interiors. Putnam 
Paper wallpaper by Bunny Williams 
for Lee Jofa (kravet.com). Artwork 
(dylananthonyroworth.com). Cora wall 
sconce by Roll & Hill and Beaubien Atelier 
03 pendant lights by Lambert & Fils 
(hollacecluny.ca). Bora bar stools by Studio 
Doimo (luxusmaison.com).

3
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Cora wall sconce by Roll & Hill and Beaubien 
Atelier 03 pendant lights by Lambert & Fils 
(hollacecluny.ca). Bora bar stools by Studio 
Doimo (luxusmaison.com). The Visitor figurines 
by Guido Deleu (elte.com).
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Opposite page — We Sailed Away wallpaper 
by Donna Wilson for Fogo Island Workshops 
(christopherfarrcloth.com). Bespoke 
headboard, upholstered in Torrin fabric 
(romo.com), designed by Gillian Gillies 
Interiors. Bed linen (crateandbarrel.ca).

1— Fairfarren wallpaper by Backdrop 
(schumacher.com). Bespoke headboard, 
upholstered in Bagru fabric by Molly Mahon 
(schumacher.com), designed by Gillian Gillies 
Interiors. Bed linen (potterybarn.ca).

2— Camomille wallpaper by Camille Gressier 
(pierrefrey.com). Bespoke headboard, 
upholstered in Oswin fabric (romo.com), 
designed by Gillian Gillies Interiors. Duvet 
cover by Maeve (anthropologie.com). HE side 
table (tooucanada.com).

1
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the children’s bedrooms stand out with their cheery colour palettes. 
Each one features a little nook tucked under the attic, accessible by a 
ladder or a climbing wall. Within these secret hideaways, childhood 
unfolds: a place to play, read, dream and create memories that will 
last a lifetime.

The family home is full of these whimsical, thoughtfully executed 
details that draw the eye without ever feeling out of place. “I like 
objects to feel as though they’ve been collected over time, rather than 
all chosen at once,” notes the designer. “I enjoy having a few slightly 
mismatched elements—it creates a bit of tension in the space, which 
gives the whole project a sense of permanence.” Just look at the art-
work by Ontario artist Dylan Anthony Roworth, depicting a cowboy, 
that hangs alongside the dining table in sharp contrast to the botanical 
wallpaper. It’s bold, and yet it works. The painting now overlooks the 
family’s daily life, from lunches at the table to spirited discussions on 
the large sofa. —
(gilliangillies.com)

Bespoke vanity designed by Gillian Gillies 
Interiors. Bespoke faucet (rubinet.com). Gem 
tiles by Kelly Wearstler (annsacks.kohler.com).

Opposite page — Intaglio wallpaper by Mark 
Alexander (romo.com). Bespoke headboard, 
in Lansdowne fabric (osborneandlittle.com), 
bedside tables and daybed, in Piota fabric 
(romo.com), designed by Gillian Gillies 
Interiors. Vertigo pendant light by Constance 
Guisset for Petite Friture (lightform.com). 
Rug (kravet.com).

“We don’t create sterile 
environments that you 
just walk through without 
stopping. We design 
homes where I fully 
expect children to jump 
on the sofa.” 
— Gillian Gillies




